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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1)^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 20 June 2001 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. ^ 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) £3 Claim(s) 1-36 is/are pending in the application. 
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5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) H Claim(s) 1-36 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

11) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f). 
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1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1-5, 12-17, 23-29 and 31-35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Nabavi (GB 2325248A). 

Regarding claim 1, Nabavi discloses a surveillance system comprising a first 
communications system (7, figure 1) communicatively coupled and adapted to deliver a request 
for image data, a second communications system (11, figure 1) communicatively coupled and 
adapted to transmit image data, a programmable surveillance system (8, figure 1) including a 
first computer arrangement (10, figure 1) for processing data including image data, and including 
a camera (6, figure 1) configured and arranged to capture images, wherein the captured images 
are processed as data by the first computer arrangement, and wherein the programmable system 
is configured to receive the request for image data from the first communication system and to 
automatically access and deliver image to the second communication system, and a second 
computer arrangement (9, figure 1) for communicatively coupling with the second 
communication system and for processing data including image data and configured and 
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arranged to retrieve image data delivered by the first computer arrangement (page 3 line 12 
through page 8 line 22). 

Regarding claim 2, Nabavi discloses at least one of the first and second communications 
systems including the Internet, wherein the programmable surveillance system accesses the 
Internet by logging on to the Internet via an Internet service provider (page 4 lines 3-24). 

Regarding claims 3-5, Nabavi discloses at least one of the first and second 
communications systems including a plain-old-telephone-system, wireless system or a paging 
system (page 3 line 29 and page 7 lines 29-3 1). 

Regarding claims 12-13, Nabavi discloses the first and second communications system 
including in a single communications system, wherein the communication system includes at 
least two communication forms (page 4 lines 3-16). 

Regarding claim 14, Nabavi discloses the programmable surveillance system being 
further configured and arranged to gather and deliver image data to the second communications 
system responsive to the request (page 5 lines 12-18). 

Regarding claim 15, Nabavi discloses the camera including a video camera and wherein 
the image data includes video data (page 3 lines 19-20). 

Regarding claims 16-17, Nabavi discloses the programmable surveillance system 
including a microphone configured and arrange to capture audio, wherein the captured audio is 
processed as data by the first computer arrangement for transfer over the second communications 
system, wherein the second computer arrangement processes audio data, wherein the 
programmable surveillance system is configured and arrange to gater audio in response to the 
request (page 7 lines 27-28). 
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Regarding claims 23-24, Nabavi teaches the programmable surveillance system to 
establish a secure link, i.e., an encrypted link, with the second computer arrangement by 
encoding the image data including a password prior to deliver the encoded image data over the 
second communication network, wherein the second computer arrangement is adapted to decode 
the encoded image data using the password (page 6 lines 8-17). 

Regarding claims 25-26, the limitations of the claims are rejected as the same reasons set 
forth in claim 1 . 

Regarding claims 27-29, Nabavi discloses to gather image data, wherein the image data 
includes video data as streaming video over the Internet (page 5 lines 9-23). 

Regarding claims 31-34, the limitations of the claims are rejected as the same reasons set 
forth in claims 23-24. 

Regarding claim 35, the limitations of the claim are rejected as the same reasons set forth 
in claims 16-17. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the f basis for alK 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Nabavi (GB 
2325248A) in view of Fujiwara et al. (JP 09330283A hereinafter Fujiwara). 
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Regarding claim 6, Nabavi differs from the claimed invention in not specifically teaching 
at least one of the first and the second communication systems including an email system. 
However, Fujiwara teaches a system for alarm monitoring by electronic mail system (abstract). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Nabavi in having at least one of the first and the second 
communication systems including an email system, as per teaching of Fujiwara, in order to 
automatically inform an individual or group of fault occurrence by selecting a reported party 
according to the fault contents of fault alarm information. 

5. Claims 7, 11 and 36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Nabavi (GB 2325248A) in view of Newlin (US PAT. 6,01 1,579). 

Regarding claim 7, Nabavi differs from the claimed invention in not specifically teaching 
the first communication system including a telephone, wherein the programmable surveillance 
system is adapted to receive a telephone call from the telephone and, in response to the telephone 
call, offer an audio menu of choices for delivery of the video data, wherein the telephone is 
adapted to deliver a response to the audio menu, and wherein the programmable surveillance 
system is further adapted to respond to the response to the audio menu. However, Newlin teaches 
a video access apparatus (150, figure 3) being adapted to receive a call from a telephone (295, 
figure 3) and offer an audio menu of choice for establishing video communication including 
delivering video data, in order to make user friendly (col. 16 line 10 through col. 17 line 51). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Nabavi including the telephone, wherein the programmable 
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surveillance system is adapted to receive the telephone call from the telephone and offer the 
audio menu of choices for delivery of the video data in response to the telephone call, as per 
teaching of Newlin, in order to make user friendly. 

Regarding claim 11, Nabavi discloses the programmable surveillance system (8, figure 1) 
is programmed with an access code and adapted to request the access code in response to a call 
and automatically access and deliver image data to the second communication system in 
response to the access code being entered (page 5 lines 6-18 and 24-31). Nabavi differs from the 
claimed invention in not specifically teaching the first communication system including a 
telephone. However, Newlin teaches a video access apparatus (150, figure 3) being adapted to 
receive a call from a telephone (295, figure 3) for deliver image data in response to the call from 
the telephone in order to make user friendly (col. 16 line 10 through col. 17 line 51). Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to modify Nabavi including the telephone, as per teaching of Newlin, in order to make user 
friendly. 

Regarding claim 36, the limitations of the claim are rejected as the same reasons as set 
forth in claim 7. 

6. Claims 9-10 and 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Nabavi (GB 2325248A) in view of Richard, III et al. (US PAT. 5,790,174 hereinafter Richard). 

Regarding claims 9-10, Nabavi teaches the programmable surveillance system 
automatically accessing and delivering image data (page 8 lines 13-19). Nabavi differs from the 
claimed invention in not specifically teaching the request for image data including the provision 
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of a caller ID number, wherein the programmable surveillance system is programmed with at 
least one stored caller ID number, and wherein the programmable surveillance system is adapted 
to detect the caller ID number of the request and compare the caller ID number with the at least 
one stored caller ID number and, in response to detecting a match, wherein each of the at least 
one stored caller ID numbers includes a programmed communications delivery method, and 
wherein the programmable surveillance system is adapted to automatically access and deliver 
image data via the programmed communications delivery method corresponding to the matched 
caller ID number. However, Richard teaches to provide surveillance video data from a video 
information provider to subscriber including the provision of a user ID, wherein the video 
information provider is adapted to check whether the user ID is valid by comparing with at least 
one stored user ID number (col. 9 lines 55-59) in order to identify the subscriber for interactive 
video control. Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Nabavi in including the provision of a caller ID number, 
wherein the programmable surveillance system is programmed with at least one stored caller ID 
number, and wherein the programmable surveillance system is adapted to detect the caller ID 
number of the request and compare the caller ID number with the at least one stored caller ID 
number and, in response to detecting a match, wherein each of the at least one stored caller ID 
numbers includes a programmed communications delivery method, and wherein the 
programmable surveillance system is adapted to automatically access and deliver image data via 
the programmed communications delivery method corresponding to the matched caller ID 
number, as per teaching of Richard, in order to identify the subscriber for interactive video 
control. 
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Regarding claim 30, the limitations of the claim are rejected as the same reasons set forth 
in claims 9-10. 

7. Claims 18-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Nabavi (GB 
2325248A) in view of Mun et al. (US PAT. 6,094,213 hereinafter Mun). 

Regarding claims 18-20, Nabavi differs from the claimed invention in not specifically 
teaching the programmable surveillance system includes a videoconferencing device, wherein 
the videoconferencing device has a multi-processor architecture that processes video data using a 
specialized DSP arrangement and a built in display. However, Mun teaches a computer 
conferencing system with videophone connection function having multiprocessor architecture 
that processes video data using specialized DSP (figure 4 and col 4 line 46 through col 5 line 
22) and a built-in display (figure 4). Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Nabavi in having 
videoconferencing device, wherein the videoconferencing device has the multi-processor 
architecture that processes video data using the specialized DSP arrangement and the built in 
display, as per teaching of Mun, in order to enable video conferencing between computer 
surveillance systems. 

Regarding claim 21, Nabavi discloses the programmable surveillance system including a 
built-in integrated Internet circuit access arrangement (figure 1). 

Regarding claim 22, Mun teaches the second computer arrangement including a video 
conferencing device (col. 2 lines 38-52 and col 6 lines 1 1-28). 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

8. Claim 8 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be 
allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and 
any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Chong (US PAT. 6,529,230) discloses a remote surveillance and conferencing system 
including video transceivers for providing audiovisual communication over a PSTN (col. 1 line 
66 through col. 2 line 58). Amini et al. (US PAT. 6,698,021) discloses a system for remote 
control of surveillance devices (abstract). Kim (US PAT. 6,671,520) discloses a remote operable 
wireless video and audio monitoring system (abstract). 

10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to George Eng whose telephone number is 703-308-9555. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Tue-Fri 7:30 AM-6:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Curtis A. Kuntz can be reached on 703-305-4708. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



George Eng f 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2643 



